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Pastor Bill Lytell

these years, many

things flood my mind
and warm my spirit. Years
spent for Jesus have no
regrets. If there are any
regrets, it is that one did
not serve more seriously,
concentrated, and purely.

I n my reminiscing about

“o

In these years, we were running about 50 -125 folks in
our morning services. In the winter, we had 244 folks

as a high attendance day,
which record held until 1993
or so.

Much of church work is the
daily mundane duty of a

office and Sunday School
class needs. As | remember,
we were running two school
buses at this time, which

oblivion. ;
-80 kids on

brought about 30
a given Sunday.

Pastor McKinney was our senior pastor and | was the
assistant pastor (working with him in preaching,
teaching and soul winning). Pastor McKinney was one
of the greatest things that happened to this preacher.

He was a great Christian man, transparent and
humble. His wife, Naomi, was a gracious lady and
deeply dedicated to Jesus, too. Cathy and | profited
so much from fellowshipping and working with these
two godly folks.

God gave us what we needed and blessed the work. It
grew slowly, but surely. The foundations of Gospel
were set in Jesus Christ and the KJV Bible. We
withstood storms and troubles that came up during
these years because our foundation was real, viable,
and eternal.

Many of the people | worked
with during these years are in
heaven now. As time passes, |
feel a deep part of me is gone.
I now understand the Biblical

which were here at Gospel
from 1986 -1990.

L peopleod.
: Gratefully Saved,

Bill Lytell, Senior Pastor
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faithful soldier. There is not a i phrase figathered unto

l ot of fAgloryo coi people, o in descrilbing

fibl ood, sweat , an; passing on. As we labor for the

the normal work. Once in a Master here and we regularly

while, something stupendous lose fellow soldiers to heaven .

tlappens that makgs all the i Pow?ll Education Building Construction .. it dawns on me that these )

fflaverageo days fade 1 nto fol ks were and ar el|fimy
' peoplle tt

fellowship with and

Our Christian School started commonalities with in Christ.

in 1986 and ourtwo  -story Someday . . . the phrase will

Christian Powell Education be fulfilled with me . . . and |

building was finished in 1988. will be able to be |fige

This greatly helped us in our unt o my people, 0 many

John Boutchia, Assistant Pastor
Marty Moon, Youth Pastor
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Good News of the Month

Pastor John Boutchia

T his is certainly an exciting time as we have our
snowbirds flock down to southwest Florida. The
last couple of Sundays have had very good
attendance. We look forward to once again getting
acquainted with our special winter friends.

We have heard quite a bit of feedback about the last
newsletter as we reflect on 30 years of ministry. A lot

of comments have been made about the pictures and

the wonderful things that have transpired as the years

have rolled on. | will have to say that my favorite
picture was of Pastor Lytel!]l
first anniversary i my, how they have aged! Ha! Ha!

We are coming up on the Marriage and Family Seminar
with Dr. Jim Binney. We are praying that there would
be much fruit from these sessions and that the Holy
Spirit would break through some of the barriers that
have been built -up between husbands and wives.
Every church needs strong families. It is our prayer

and desire that the families of Gospel Baptist Church
have a great and strong relationship within one
another, as well as with the Lord.

As | write this article, | am on the way back home with
eight noisy high school students and Mrs. (Regina)
Brown. Actually, they are not too noisy; the duct tape

is working just fine! We have been at Bob Jones
University all week (November 2 -5) for the Fine Arts
High School Festival. There were approximately 1,000
students from Christian schools in 32 states. Our
students competed in several different categories and
we are proud to announce that we had two first place
winners. Jehu Marquez placed first in Sculpture and

Brittany Brown placed first i
an exciting time for the kids and a wonderful
opportunity for them not only to compete at this level,

but to have exposure to a Christian college.

Christmas -time is around the corner and with it brings
some wonderful events to the church. The Christian
school has their annual program which will be held on
the 17 ™ and the church will once again have a
Christmas Eve service. With the background work of
Mrs. Regina Brown, the church and school will also be

a invdlveia petfoyming $pectalmesic aththe Hatiday s
House in downtown Ft. Myers on the 18 th,

Please keep in mind the Revival Meetings with the
Steve Pettit Evangelistic Team from January 17
2010. These are always wonderful times and we
always see lives changed and people saved. Plan on
spending the week with us, but most of all pray. These
types of meetings always bring to my mind

Il Chronicles 7:14: Ailf my peopl e,
my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then
will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
wi |1 heal their land. o
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Enjoy this newsletter as we reflect on the years of
1986 -1990. May God richly bless you in your

respective places of service. e
L[St

Your friend and co -laborer,

Looking Back to the Years 198090

Mrs. Jean PoweRiffle

| have been a
member of
Gospel Baptist
Church since

1982 - justtwo

years after the

church began.

So, looking

back has

brought many
good memories for me.

Our pastor at that time was Harry
McKinney and the associate pastor
was Bill Lytell. Our first and only

building (now McKinney Hall) was
where everything took place -
worship service, Sunday school,
youth activities, etc.

In March of 1986, the steeple was
placed on this building. It was
installed by the men of the
church, both full time and winter
friends. From the very beginning
of Gospel Baptist Church, our
winter families took part in all
activities from work times to fun
times.

Men working to place church steeple on what is
now the McKinney HalHal Riffle, bottom left
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