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Pastor's Ponderings. . .

Pastor Bill Lytell

Dear Ones,

The years have rolled by and through them have come many dear people who have trusted Jesus at
Gospel or because of Gospel’s influence. A lot of times, we at the church labor and labor just to see
much fruit come at one of our Revival weeks we annually have. | always encourage those who labored
in the fields, plowing, fertilizing, watering, pulling weeds, and putting up fences, that the fruit is all of
ours. No one person gets the credit when someone comes to Jesus. We all rejoice together and like a
true farmer, there are times of ingathering and times of sowing.

decisions through the years, one that was

truly unique to me was when Bill and Nancy
Davis trusted Jesus at Gospel. | had seen them in
a restaurant one day and asked them how long
they had been coming to Gospel. Bill, with his dry
sense of humor abruptly stated, “Only three
years . . .” implying that | should have known
them by now. | asked him if 1 had ever been over
to his house, and he said no. | scheduled with him
a night to come over. John Boutchia and | went
over on a Thursday evening.

I n recalling some outstanding salvation

Bill and Nancy were kind and cordial and we all
sat down in their living room. Bill started to
explain to us that he had been all over the world
in business with a huge glass company, and that
he had been a practicing Methodist most of his
life. He said that he had taken my
encouragement to read the Bible, and had read it
through in three months.

Then he did something that | have never had
happen since . . . he pointed to a Bible on the
table close to me, and said, “according to that
Bible, I am not going to heaven.” We talked
some more about the Gospel, and Nancy and he
did not make any decision that night.

The next Sunday, Bill and Nancy were the first
ones up to the front during the invitation time.
They were both kneeling to my right, and praying.
I went over to them and a couple of soul-winners
took them back to individually speak with them
about trusting Jesus. They both were saved,
baptized, and joined the church. Bill became the
church treasurer, and for a number of years,
helped keep us in good stead financially.

Bill and Nancy eventually moved too far away to
attend Gospel, but once in a while we still meet
for lunch or they come to services on a special
day. No words can explain the inner joy | have
that Bill and Nancy will spend eternity in heaven
because of their faith in Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior and Lord.

Are you sure you are saved? Do you have the
inner peace, and Biblical evidence for your
salvation? You can know. 1 John 5:13: “These
things have | written unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that
ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on
the name of the Son of God.”

What a thrill it is to serve Jesus, Bill

“The Christian life is the only true adventure.” Wilfred Grenfell
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Marty Moon, Youth Pastor
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Good News of the Month

Pastor John Boutchia

y family and | give you our greetings as we have

now safely returned from almost 8,000 miles of
travel across this great country of ours. We had the
marvelous opportunity to visit places like the Grand
Canyon, Hoover Dam, Sequoia National Park, and the
coast of California. All I can say is “Wow!” As | stood at
the Grand Canyon, the song that immediately came to
my mind was How Great Thou Art! Thank you for your
prayers for us as the Lord mercifully watched over us.

Please allow me time to share with
you some of the exciting events
coming this season. Beginning in
November, we will have a
Marriage Seminar with Jim Binney.
November 6"-8™ are the dates to
be exact. This will be a great time
of healing and strengthening the
marriages of our church. The devil has definitely
created a lot of havoc in Christian homes across
America and it has been a sad cry to see marriages
falling apart. Jim has been used greatly of God to
counsel hundreds of couples (including people in the
ministry who have come to a crisis in their marriage).
He has written a book which we highly recommend
titled The Ministry of Marriage. It is one of the best
books on marriage that our pastoral staff has ever
read. If you would like a copy of his book, you may
stop by our bookstore or call the office if you are out of
town. It is a must read for every married couple.

The Awana Farm Festival will be held on Wednesday,
November 11". This is an annual event held for the
sole purpose of reaching new kids with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. A lot of work, planning and set-up is
involved in this one day event, but we count it all as
nothing in order that we may have a fun night and get
the gospel out.

In December, we will once
again host a Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service. Many
people come to this service
that never would come to any
other service. Great music is provided by our choir and
individuals and the gospel is clearly given through the
message. Last year, a mother of one of our folks was
visiting for an extended period of time and got saved
that night. She came up to Pastor Lytell at the
conclusion of the service and asked if she could pray.
When she walked out the door, | put my hand out to
welcome her and she said, “My name is Margaret and |
just got saved tonight.” Wow! If that doesn’t send
goose bumps up your spine, | am not sure what will.

“My name is
Margaret and | just
got saved tonight.”

2010 will be here before we know and
as always we like to kick-off the new
year with our annual Revival/
Evangelistic Services. | do not know of
a church in America (I know I am
prejudiced) that seems to get a better
line-up of evangelists than GBC. You
will not be disappointed when the
Steve Pettit Evangelistic Team comes again to Bonita
Springs. Steve is a great preacher and brings with him
a team of people who provide special music and
children’s crusades. It is a week that involves the
whole family. This particular week will take place
January 17™-22",

The Time Apart for Ladies will be on Saturday,
February 20™. This has always been a special boost for
our ladies and I am encouraged by the work of Marilyn
Rose, Betty Hinton and many others who make this a
reality. The Anniversary Service for Gospel Baptist
Church will be held on March 7. This will be a special
year as we celebrate 30 years of God’s goodness. |
trust that those of you who live out of town for most of
the year will begin now to make plans on being here.
We are planning some special things which | believe
will encourage your soul.

Lastly, I want to make mention
of the annual Missions
Conference which will be held
March 21%-24™, The
conference keynote speaker
will be Evangelist Hal
Hightower. Hal was with us a
few years ago and encouraged
our folks greatly. 1 know you will be stirred by the
preaching and will also be lifted up with the
missionaries who come our way.

If the Lord tarries, these are great days ahead of us. |
often have looked back at previous conferences and
revivals and special meetings and have been very
grateful that | have been a part of those things. Do not
miss what | have laid out for you as these things will
be with you the rest of your life.

Your friend, John Boutchia

Toevery lost soul, Christ says: “Come to me.”
To every redeemed soul, Christ says: “Go for me.”
Unknown
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As a 14-year old growing up in
a Catholic church, one
Saturday afternoon before
confession while next in line, |
heard silence from the confession
box. Seconds later, | received a
slap behind my head which came
from the priest, Father Bogard. |
asked, “Father, did you slap me?”
To which he replied, “Yes.” | asked
him why, to which he replied, “I
think that you are rude.” He
continued that he had caught me

Three or more months later, |
walked into Home Depot where a
man gave me a tract and invited
me to his church. Wednesday
afternoon | felt a great discomfort.
I told my wife about the man from
Home Depot, to which she replied,
“Good. It's about time you go to
church.” Sunday morning she
kept pushing me to go to church.

I got really angry. | went to bed
and decided that | wasn’t going
anywhere. The discomfort

"O wondrous love! to bleed and die, to bear the cross and shame,
that guilty sinners, such as I, might plead Thy gracious Name."

John Newton




Upcoming Events Recommended Sermons

School Resumes for GBCS ~ September 8, 2009 Unoffendable

Preached by Pastor Bill Lytell

Just Because’ for Ladies October 6, 2009 April 8, 2001

Marriage Seminar November 6-8, 2009 Are You Hungry?

. Pastor Bill Lytell
Awana Farm Festival November 11, 2009 January 16, 2000
. Sermons can be downloaded at
é__j_f}’hf‘y-\ ) www.gospelbaptistchurch.com/
recommended_sermons.htm

You can also write or call the church office

to order a copy - (239) 947-1285
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THE NUMBERS OF HOPE
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