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I hope this letter finds you doing well,
even if in pain!! That is a strange
statement, but for a mature believer,
very true. Pain i
for our continued education! There is
no better teacher than pain, and no
better memory maker. In pain, we
develop a photographic memory,
dondt we?
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The years of this newsletter are times
of sweet remembrances. By 1996, |
had found my feet, as it were, in
preaching. God did some huge and
deep things in these years at Gospel
and in me.

We had some services where the Holy
Spirit came so strong that almost
everyone at invitation time came
forward and filled the aisles on their
knees, on the cold tile. These years
were before the new auditorium. We
were packed out in McKinney Hall and
running two services in the winter
(Dec. - April) just to accommodate the
people.

God saved fol ks in
706s during these
them to remain. We saw miracles of
transformed lives in many directions.
People would show up at my office

and confess their sins and turn from
their old lifestyles. They would bring

in their rock music for me to burn . . .
and | mean a whol e

Our people wanted to confess their
sins publically and Biblically. We had a
half dozen women, who had been
abused as children, get it out into the
light and get personal victory over
bitterness that they had held for

years.
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Looking back, | believe it was what we
call #fArevival o of
preach for years, in this time, without
weepinG and geting shokedup. |l
thought | was turning into the
Afweeping
was not forcing anything, or even
desiring any specific manifestation of
the Holy Spirit, but just personally
seeking God and His power in my life.
| was deeply broken and internally
devastated.
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During these years, God built a
foundation for us to grow on as a
church. He provided the money for
the new auditorium in these years
(1998 -2000). We started off on what
appeared to be impossible. We pay as
we go (like Moses -ofi old building the
tabernacle). God brought in over
$750,000 in gifts above and beyond
all our other giving (which involved a
large missions program and operating
expenses) with no hype, no giving
program, no excessive talking or any
other kind of plan.

theldg6-2@0@ WH&D sa amidme
y e a r plowmgadd ptamtingateGospel. If you

have never experienced this kind of
fellowship with God, get involved in a
local, fundamental church to the
degree that you are risking
something, and you will be in a
position to see it. Risk brings fear and

| a r jgapardy,avkich brings D2 Eusty,
which brings a heart to seek God for
help, which brings deep confession
and a turning from sin, which brings
Godods
formula is really simple and plain.

Itisin 1996 -2000 that we earned our
slogan over the entrance . . .
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Good News of the Month Pastor John Boutchia

We have been very busy preparing for this season and it is spiritual decisions. Also pray that the devil will be kept

now upon us. The month of December was a fun -filled away as often a church can be very vulnerable to the

month with the usual Christmas activities. The Christian attacks of the evil one after a high week.

school program, directed by Sandy Atto, was the biggest to

date and went very, very well. | was given the opportunity Other events coming up are the Ladies Time Apart on

to share a Bible challenge at the conclusion and one man February 20 ™. The Anniversary service will be held on

raised his hand at the invitation to be saved. March 7 ™. | am looking forward to this time as we
celebrate 30 years of Godds faithi

The Christmas Eve service went well. The choir sang some have just sent out approximately 1500 postcards to invite

great Christmas selections including the Hallelujah Chorus. people to come be a part of this day. Many wonderful

Andrea Lytell gave a dramatic reading which moved people things are planned and we look forward to getting together

about the true meaning as to the coming of Jesus. Pastor with friends of old. The Missions Conference will also be a

Lytell preached and was moved mightily by the Spirit of date you want to mark on your calendar. The dates are

God as he challenged the unsaved to consider Jesus. It March 21 St-24™,

was the best | had ever heard him for a Christmas Eve

service. Thanks, Pastor! I trust you will enjoy this newsletter as we reflect on the
years 1996 -2000. | want to thank Maryln Rose for

School started back up on January 4 ™ and both students contributing an article on her remembrances of these

and teachers are locked in now for a long stretch all the m— years. The biggest thing
way to the Easter vacation. We have added two new that comes to mind in
students to our enrollment and are encouraged about these years was the
some other calls that have come in to the office. Please building of the church
pray with us as we begin now to make our preparations for auditorium. What an

the 2010 -2011 school year. We are in the process of amazing time that was
revising the handbook and updating the information for and as | look back at the
next school year. We also are looking at creative ways in many pictures, | see so
reaching more children for Christian education. This many who were involved
ministry has been a vital part of Gospel Baptist Church in it are now home with
since 1986 and we are grateful at how God has financially the Lord. Good days!
sustained this ministry with the Godods

people. Your friend for souls,

Pastors John Boutchia, Bill Lytell & g
We are preparing right now for the Revival meetings with Harry McKinney (left to right) for L i W
Steve Pettit from January 17 "~ 22™. We are excited about ot ¢~ot =Cjt,Mzzufgf~ m~ g~£f£uo
5 ’ ) [‘ 1 —

the lives that will be changed and those who will be saved.
As you receive this newsletter and you find that the
meetings are well over, pray with us as we follow up on

Looking Back to the Years 192000

Mrs. Maryln Rose

We came to Gospel Baptist in October of 1993. Violet Cooper was a wonderful

example of an older Christian lady in the church. | didn't get to know her as long as
I would have liked. | knew she was a real prayer warrior for Pastor Bill and when
she died in October, 1996, | wanted to be a prayer warrior like she was. She was

someone that could be counted on.

| also recall when Pastor Bill would talk of his relationship with Dick Mercado. He
had us interested in hearing him for our revival services when he said he used
. . "word pictures"” in his preaching. He was so right and | can still remember in his
VBS 1998&astor John Boutchia takes in a  messages when you could just “see” what he was speaking about. Meeting his wife,

barrage of ketchup and mustard from
the winners (Note that Pastor Bill is

imuzs,oxgqm~, {r,jtg,*pmymsqg°5 (Continued on page 3)

Margine, and having them in our home for a fish fry was a special blessing to us.
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We come to another year of opportunity in
reaching and discipling youth here at Gospel
Baptist Church and School.

We began this year with our first youth rally
at Emmanuel Baptist Church in Fort Myers.
This is our one late  -night youth activity of
the year where we all attend a service and

then go ice skating afterwards. | preached a
message entitled,
Loser?0 based on

said, iFor whosoever
lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for
my sake and the gospel's, the same shall

s a v e Tod many teens in our churches are

losing their life to money, immorality, and
drugs. My prayer is that we will see more

teens lose their life to Christ and the gospel.

We have another great opportunity for
outreach and discipleship when Evangelist
Steve Pettit and his team come January 17
We 61 | be having the
before the service. The teens will be divided
into two groups that will compete by earning
points through attendance, bringing visitors,
and fun sports competitions throughout the
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Preaching the Book, the Blood and the Blessed
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Pastor Marty Moon

week. We will be going out Monday -
Wednesday the week of revival to invite

teens to the Cola Wars. We pray that many

teens will come to a saving knowledge of our

Lord Jesus Christ and many teens will
surrender their will to
lives.

Godos will for their

March, 1998 AWANA Olympics
Dave Motes (left) & Robert Wiley as team
coaches, Levi Herrera is 4th from left on
back row and Crawford Wiley is in front
of his dad

Finally on February 12 ™, our church will be

Wi holstingBtee nektlyauth BallylgYguehditector,

8 : 3 Bdaw Rideroefrond WestuGsite Baptist

s a \Church in Bampaiwill lee predchang &nd a
ladies trio from Florida Baptist College will
provide the special music. We look forward
to great time of preaching, singing and
fellowship with other churches of like
precious faith.

As you can tell, 2010 starts out with many
opportunities for our teens here at Gospel
Baptist. Through all these events, the youth
staff and | are praying for God to be glorified

i Co | a thim teeds beiray bdmn again,déptized,

and discipled. Thank
you for prayers for this

ministry. 1998 Bible Reading Party

Looking Back to the Years 192600, cont.

(Continued from pag#)

As | look back to 1996, | remember our early beginnings of Just Because for the

ladies of Gospel Baptist. We had just finished a Bible study entitled, "The

Philosophy of Christian Womanhood," and wanted more times of being together as

women. We knew we needed fellowship with each other in a way that would be

pleasing to the Lord. Soon after, the Lord encouraged us to begin a ladies retreat

for the area churches to join with us once a year. We named it" A Time Apart for

Ladies. 6 Over the years we have enjoyed teaching
evangelistsd wives and other Godly, Christian
and our speaker will be Mrs. Ron (Joyce) Comfort. It will be held at GBC on

Saturday, February 20th.

1999 Time Apart for Ladies
Left to right: Lynn Lytell,

JoJo Moffit (guest speaker),

Maryln Rose & Betty Hinton

Needless to say, when we moved into our new auditorium in June, 2000, it was a
blessing we had been waiting for. It was at the same time when Bob & | moved to
Bonita Springs from Naples. So, the year 2000 was super in many ways. We
attended the first wedding, and really, all the firsts in 2000. Praise the Lord for all the hours and money that was given by

so many of our own members to achieve this new place to worship. Now, to see it almost full at times, is wonderful.

When we first came to Gospel, we were overwhelmed with friendly people. Because our grandchildren had just been in a
horrific accident and had to be hospitalized for a month, | missed some of the first Sundays, so not many people really
knew us. That didn't stop them from the outpouring of love and even some homemade dolls for our grand

we and the girls were being prayed for constantly. | also recall that Jayla Gillaspie was a baby, just starting to walk when
we came to Gospel. Never did we dream how blessed our church would be by her musical abilities when she grew up, as
well as watching the Wiley's children bloom.

-girls. We knew

It is such a blessing for me to be a part of the
who need meals brought in, as well as praying with those who are hurting and need encouragement.
honored as we continue to serve Him in this way.
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May the Lord be

Maryin Rose
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