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Upcoming Events 
 
Revival with Steve Pettit 
Evangelistic Team  

Sun. -Fri. January 17th -22nd  
 
Ladies' Time Apart with Joyce 
Comfort  

 Saturday, February 20th  
 

30th Anniversary Service  
Sunday, March 7th  

 
Missions Conference with Hal 
Hightower  

Sun -Wed. March 21st -24th  

Pastor John Boutchia & Bill Lytell with 
college intern, Lance Roberts (now a 
missionary to the Czech Republic) 

 

Inside This Issue 
 

Looking Back to  

the Years 1991 - 1995  

with Robert Wiley  
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Pastor Bill Lytell 

Hello Again Dear Ones,  
 
In this ongoing effort to bring back a 
few images of the past and 

remember our beginning, I hope 
that you have been blessed and 
inspired to keep plugging along in 
your work for God. No honest work 
for our Savior will go without notice 
and final reward. For God is not 
unrighteous to forget your work and 

labour of love, which ye have 
shewed toward his name, in that ye 
have ministered to the saints, and 

do minister (Hebrews 6:10).  
 
The years of this newsletter are 

huge for the church and me. It was 
in the middle of 1991 that Pastor 
McKinney and the deacons 
approached me about considering 
the senior pastorate position at 
Gospel. I took it real seriously, and 
asked them to pray with me for six 

months while I preached in the 
evening services every controversial 
thing that I believed the Bible 
taught! Ha. I mean I held back 

nothing! I preached against sin in 
detail and laid out what I believed 
God said in His Word.  

 
In April of 1992, the church voted to 
take me on as their senior pastor 
any way!! I was 40 years old and 
just like Moses, I entered the 
wilderness experience! Wow! What a 

responsibility it is to pastor a local 
church bought by the blood of Jesus! 
No words will convey to you how 

small I felt and feel, and how 
inadequate I was, and am, for this 
calling . . . but, there is a God in 
heaven.  

 
That was just the beginning of this 
section of years. John Boutchia and 
Darla McGhee (not married yet) 
walked into the western door of 
McKinney Hall one evening service 
while I was greeting folks. As John 

walked up to me (never had seen 
him before and was not tipped off on 
who he was), the still, small voice of 

the Holy Spirit said to me, ñThis is 
the man you have been praying for.ò  
I almost immediately said to him as 

we were shaking hands, ñYou are 
the man I have been praying for.ò I 
will never forget the strange look he 
gave me! Ha.  
 
John was voted in as our assistant 
pastor in April of 1994. There was a 

man sent from God whose name was 
John.  It was a very good day for 
Gospel Baptist when John and Darla 
walked through those doors.  

 
It has been so much deep, Godly 
pleasure to work in Godôs local 

church. The friendships and blessing 
bring tears to my eyes over and over 
again. I highly recommend getting 
involved in a local church and 
making some memories like these!  
 

  Love you all,  

Faith does not operate in the realm of the possible. There is no glory for God in that which is humanly possible. Faith begins where man's power ends.       
George Muller  
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My recollection of 1991 to 1995 were the years of growth at Gospel Baptist 

Church, both in number and areas of ministry. Pastor Harry McKinney 
retired and the church called then assistant pastor William (Bill) Lytell to be 
the full - time senior pastor. We started attending in 1991 when Crawford 

was two years old. The church expanded into new areas of youth ministry 
with the establishment of the Triumphant Teens ministry and AWANA. John 
Asher served as the first AWANA commander and the first AWANA fair was 
held in the fall of 1992 with 158 children in attendance. In 1993, John 
Boutchia, Dorothy McGhee and Darla McGhee (engaged and soon - to -
become Boutchia) began attending the church services. Shortly after the 
marriage of John and Darla, John Boutchia was called to be the assistant 

pastor.  
 
Pastor Lytell initiated some unusual events and special days to encourage 
the members to get involved and excited about the ministry. He called for 

ñcolor dayò where the membership was encouraged to wear bright colors. He preached while wearing a bright purple 
suit! Later on, there was a ñwestern dayò where everyone was encouraged to wear western style clothing. 

Attendance kept increasing, and there was a noticeable growth in young families with children.   
 

(Continued on page 3) 

Robert, Crawford & Nancy Wiley on Western 
Sunday, November 22, 1992 

Mr. Robert Wiley Looking Back to the Years 1991-1995 

W e are just getting into the Christmas season as I 
write the article for this January newsletter. I 

certainly love Christmas and the time it affords us to get 
the Word of God out. We are excited about the tracts 

that have been passed out up to this time ï some 
180,000 tracts as of December 7th. Wow! How exciting. 
Many of our people have caught on fire with getting 
these ñgospel witnessesò out in the hands of our 
neighbors.  

 
These newsletters are 

exciting as we reflect 
on 30 years of 
ministry. Many of you 
have commented 
about the pictures and 
the enjoyment you get 

at looking back at the 
old days.  
 
This monthôs feature 
article is by Robert 
Wiley who has been at 

the church with his family since the early 1990ôs. Robert 

and his whole family have been heavily involved in the 

ministry here and we have been deeply encouraged by 
their commitment to Christ. Their oldest son, Crawford, 
is a junior organ major at Bob Jones University in 
Greenville, S.C. and has most certainly fallen into his 
own in that environment. We are always overjoyed when 
he makes it home for break to glean from his organ 

playing and involvement with our music ministry.  
 
 

We have definitely planned a dynamite line -up of 
activities for this season. You will be receiving this 
newsletter right on the heels of this event, but I must 
take time to encourage you about the Revival meetings 

with Evangelist Steve Pettit and his team. These 
meetings will be from Sunday, January 17 th  thru Friday, 
January 22 nd , 2010. I am not kidding when I say these 
are one of the most important activities we have all 
year.  
 
The purpose of these meetings is two fold: One purpose 

is to have an emphasis on preaching to stir the hearts of 
Godôs people in revival. Confession of sin, getting right 
with God and having a burden for souls would be some 
of the things that would stir this place. Secondly, this is 
a grand time to invite lost neighbors, co -workers and 
family members to these special meetings. Each night 

will have a different emphasis. Steve is a premier 
preacher and I know you will be doubly encouraged by 
the music that he and his team will provide. Plan now on 
being there every night and I know you will be glad I 
encouraged you in this way!  
 
The first weekend in February will provide a great treat 

for Gospel Baptist Church. We have the wonderful 

privilege of having a sacred concert with Sacred Music 
Services led by Tim Fisher out of Greenville, S.C. This 
will be a menôs quartet, and as far as I know, some of 
the best in fundamental circles. I canôt wait. February 
also brings along the Annual Time Apart for Ladies. This 
will be held on February 20 th  and much planning goes 

into this event. My wife always comes away encouraged 
by that day and it is worth investing your time into.  

(Continued on back) 

Construction of Jim McCollum Bus 
Barn, December 1995 


