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W ell, all this reminiscing is making me feel oldé how about you???  The years covered in this newsletter are a time of real expansion 

and growth. The new auditorium was finished and moved into, totally 

paid for by Godôs people without any fanfare or schemes to collect 

money, just Godôs people giving as they were lead of the Holy Spirit.  

The entire $750,000 was collected when the bills came due, and not one 

contractor was asked to wait for his money.  

 

I mean things looked slim and I thought that we may have to ask some 

contractors to stop construction until we got the money, but no, God 

always provided when we needed it! That is a miracle of gigantic 

proportions, especially if you are the guy who is responsible for paying 

the bills!!!  

 

Faith comes before the answer to our prayers. Faith visualizes God doing 

His will in your life. Faith without considering Godôs will is presumption.  

We receive things from God ñaccording to His will.ò (1 John 5:14)  And 

this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 

according to His will, He heareth us.  

 

Make sure that when asking God for something, that ñHe is for it.ò 

God is good all the time!!!  

      Love you,  

 

\m ¡{~¸ ,\{zpq~uzs ,:,:,: 
Pastor Bill Lytell 

Bill Lytell, Senior Pastor 
24861 Old US 41 Road, Bonita Springs, FL  34135 
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Marty Moon, Youth Pastor 

Upcoming Events 
 
30th Anniversary Service  

Sunday, March 7th  
Ladiesô Tea 

Tuesday, March 16th  
Missions Conference with  
Hal Hightower  

Sun -Wed. March 21st -24th  
Pastor Lytell out -of - town  

May 6th -9th  
 
Missionary Brenson Jennings  

May 9th  
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T he Revival meetings in January were 
astounding! A real blessing! A great 

spiritual blessing to all who availed 
themselves to the meetings. Brother Steve 

hit home runs with 
his sermons and his 
team provided some 
of the finest 
Christian music I 
have ever heard. 

His team also did a 

wonderful job 
working with the 
teens throughout 

the week, as well as involving the children 
in their own service. The services were well 
attended, eight people trusted Christ in the 

main service and eight children during the 
week, and by Godôs grace we collected 
over $18,000 to send the team on their 
way. It is wonderful that as they blessed 
our socks off, we in turn, blessed theirs.  
 
We are getting ready for the Missions 

Conference that will be held March 21 st-
24 th . Evangelist Hal Hightower will be the 
keynote speaker. We also will have Susan 
Edge, Laura Fouser and a new missionary, 
Andrea Bunnell, to share with us their work 
on the mission field. The Missions 

Conference is a fabulous time to focus our 
sights on world evangelism. The Great 
Commission is as real today as it was the 
day Jesus gave it 2,000 years ago. The 

field is white unto harvest and there may 
be a laborer raised up out of this 
conference who will answer the call to go.  
 
We have been encouraged by your 
response to these newsletters. It has been 

fun to look back at the last 30 years. The 

memories of people, ministry victories and 
growth of Godôs people have been a 
blessing. We are excited about starting in 
May a new theme whereby we feature a 
staff member each month. This will be an 
opportunity for you to get better 

acquainted with our staff here at GBC.  
 
Take care and keep getting the gospel out!  

     
 Your friend,  

Dr. Tom Gillaspie 
Years of Excitement - 2000 through 2005 

O ne of the most exciting things that happened at Gospel Baptist Church during this 

time period was one of the first weddings in our new sanctuary. It was exciting for 
me because it was my daughter, Tarenneôs, wedding! Brian came to ask me if he could 
marry Tarenne and I told him that I wanted to do a Bible study with him first to make 

sure he was the right man to marry my daughter. He said, ñIôll do anything you say.ò  I 
was pretty sure right then that he was a ñwinner!ò It was a beautiful wedding. The whole 
church was invited.  Pastor Lytell gave a gospel presentation during the service that was 
the clearest and best that I have ever heard.  Everyone who attended received a book 
entitled The True Significance of the Wedding Covenant.  Today, Brian and Tarenne have 
two delightful boys, Jones and Ari, who they are raising to be mighty in Spirit.  
 

Another exciting thing that happened during this time was the tremendous growth of our 
Bus Ministry at the church. We exceeded 200 total bus riders on a Sunday for the first 

time. The bus route that Michael Glore and I have in San Carlos Park was rarely, if ever beaten! Of course, my memory 
may be faulty! The short service that we have at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday morning called the Bus Meeting became, perhaps, 

the most exciting service of the week. Each week a different bus captain or driver would give a ñchallenge.ò This rotation 
of speakers created excitement (some would say ñfearò) and no one missed the meetings. Our music for this meeting was 

initially just a hymn sung a cappella. Now, the Bus Meeting has become a training ground for young musicians with young 
ladies in the ministry playing the piano and Nick Carbon graciously covering their ñmistakesò with dynamic song leading.  
Interested in joining the most exciting ministry at Gospel Baptist? Come to this meeting sometime and catch the 
excitement!  

Tom Gillaspie 

February 2002 
Pastor Lytell being directed to an 

easy chair for a special service in his 
honor: 10 year anniversary as 

Senior Pastor of GBC  

ñThis was the fourth 

time that the Steve 

Pettit Evangelistic 

Team had come by 

and I believe this 

was certainly the 

best. ò 



Preaching the Book, the Blood and the Blessed Hope 

Page 3 

Most all the snowbirds are down during 
this unusual, cooler winter season here 
in Southwest Florida. Though the 
weather may be cooler, the teen 

ministry here at Gospel Baptist stays 
active in serving the Lord.  Last month 
during the Steve Pettit Revival, the 
teens met before the services for a fun 
game time and then were challenged 
from the word of God by Brother Mike 

Egerdahl of the revival team. After 

school Monday through Wednesday, the 
teens and several members of the 
revival team went out to local schools 
and malls inviting teens to the ñCola 
Warsò on Thursday night.  The teens 
were divided between Coke and Pepsi, 

and they played many fun ñrough and 
tumbleò games on the soccer field. 
After the games and pizza, Brother 
Steve Pettit preached a great gospel 
message that really hit home to the 
teens. One young lady came to get 
assurance of her salvation and I was 

able to lead one young man to Christ! 
Praise the Lord! We are all thankful for 
the wonderful work that God has done 
in all our lives through the revival 
services.  
 
 

So far this school year, the teens have 
had the opportunity to attend two great 
youth rallies. This month our church 
was asked to host the annual teen 

Valentine Banquet on February 12 th . 
The Valentine Banquet replaced our 
usual teen youth rally in November 
2009. This was not so much a dating 
event as an opportunity to fellowship 
with other teens of churches of like, 

precious faith in our area. Brother 

Adam Riviera, the youth director at 
West Gate Baptist Church, was our 
main speaker that evening. A quartet of 
ladies from Florida Baptist College sang 
special music for the banquet. We had a 
great night of fun, food, fellowship, and 

fervent preaching from the Word of 
God!  
 
Thanks again for your continual prayers 
and support of the teen ministry. We 
pray for more opportunities to minister 
to teens here in Southwest Florida!  

 
 Because Jesus Lives,  

Pastor Marty Moon 

  ·`~u¢y|tmz¡,`qqz ¸,`uyq 

Looking Back to the Years 2000-2005 

Left to right: John Boutchia, John Rochelle, 
Tom Gillaspie, Pastor Lytell, Bob Morris, 

Michael Glore, Terri Plemons and Marty Moon 
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Military VBS 2004 

Robert & Nancy Wiley 
VBS 2003 

Pastor Getting Ready To Have His 
Head Shaved at Military VBS 

Pastor Lytell (a.k.a. HillBilly Billy) and his fine 
om¡ot8,Om¡t¦8,{z,¡tq,|{~ot,r{~,·TuxxNuxx¦,Nuxx¸ ,
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A favorite of Gospel Baptist:  
Jim McCollum leading  

There is Power in the Blood  


