
 
 

The Desert Experience 
Pastor Bill Lytell, Senior Pastor 

 
When we get born into the family of God, it is a time of excitement, 
activity, great changes, God's evident hand of power, and 
manifestation. As we continue to grow still as babies in Christ, we get 
a "teenage" arrogance that comes over us. Like a sixteen year old, we 
"know it all," and have figured this "Christianity" thing out. Just like a 
sixteen year old, we stand confidently and proclaim to the world that 
"we are more than conquerors in Christ Jesus."  
 
 
As many of you reading this already well know, that is as far from the 
truth as one gets. The sixteen year old really is dumber than a box of 
rocks and has no clue about the things that lie ahead or the meaning 
of life. God, as you were with your kids, is merciful, but determined to 
"educate" his adolescent in what life is really about.  
 
The desert experience is simply when God seemingly pulls back from 
you. He doesn't seem to be there to answer your prayers. Your words 
bounce off the ceiling and echo back to your ears unanswered. There 
doesn't seem to be any of the "first saved pizzazz." The "giggle" is 
gone. No real changes have happened for years. Welcome to the 
"desert experience." 
 
Moses was trained in all the wisdom and skill of Egypt (type of the 
world) to lead Israel out of slavery. Moses thought that "his" force of 
personality and power of ability would save Israel, which was 
manifested when he "killed an Egyptian." Moses had no clue what God 
was like or what He was going to do to free His people. Moses thought 
he knew (the sixteen year old). 
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Probably no one was more shocked than Moses when he was driven 
out of Egypt!! Why had not God preserved him especially to save 
Israel??? Had not God guided his instruction in warfare, education, 
skills, wisdom of the enemy to eventually defeat the enemy? Had God 
forsaken Moses and changed His mind on having him lead Israel out of 
Egypt? No, not quite. 
 
God's ways of maturity are so radically different than our humanistic 
ways that we are regularly shocked at the methods of God. God had 
another 40 years of training for Moses. Not so glorious as the first 40, 
that is for sure. Forty years of silence, loneliness, abandonment ??? 
Not quite.  
 
Be still and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10 had not been learned 
yet. No man who does not know God can lead effectively. Why??? Man 
will mislead people on "who" God is, and like the proverbial sixteen 
year old, he will fall miserably on his face when confronted with "the 
real world." 
 
If, dear one, you are wondering if God has forsaken you, or if He just 
doesn't like you anymore . . . be of good cheer. Wait upon the Lord. 
(Isaiah 40:31) But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, 
and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 
 
When I graduated from Bob Jones, was ordained, and promoted to an 
Assistant Pastor of Community Baptist Church in Ft Myers, I thought 
that I had it figured out. I mean the Christian life. Then God drove me 
into the wilderness of sickness, cancer, radiation, weakness, 
sleeplessness, nervousness, anger, frustration, failure, fatigue, 
headaches, fear, confusion, and loneliness . . . the desert. The idea of 
the desert is loneliness. Pain is isolating, unable to be really explained 
to another, and tends to hinder your communication with God. Ever try 
having intercessory prayer when in pain? Forget it, you bumble, 
mumble, tumble, and stumble through repetition. You cry out . . . 
"Where is the Lord God of Elijah?"  
 
Do you think Moses cried that out??? (He was before Elijah, but a 
statement like it?) Where is the Lord God of my childhood? Where is 
the Lord God that saved me from the crocs? Where is the Lord God 
who had Pharaoh's daughter adopt me, my real mother feed me, and 
Egypt educate me for a powerful leadership position?  
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He was still there Moses, but you did not know Him like you needed to. 
Only the desert experience will reveal who God is and what He wants 
to do through you. When Moses went back to Egypt, no one 
misunderstood who was doing the miracles, and really delivering 
Israel. They all knew it was Jehovah God. 
 
That is what God wants for all of us. Paul said it this way: That I may 
know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death. (Philippians 3:10) 
Dear One, enjoy the journey, whether going to, in, or coming out of 
the desert. Enjoy the school God has prepared for you and you alone. 
Love you all, Bill  
 
(Sun wrinkled, wind parched, desert tested. Oh, and then you get to 
lead a group of complaining Jews for the next 40 years!! *** Any 
similarities are construed and any possible associations with the 
Israelites and Gospel folks is assumed falsely by the reader!!!) Ha. 
 

What's Happening 
Pastor John Boutchia, Pastor 

 
For those of you still up north, I hear it is getting a little cold. I know 
this time of year not only brings the cold, but also shares with all the 
beauty of the leaves changing color. I better not dwell on it long 
because if I do, I will be on the next flight north to view it and take it 
all in.  
 
Things have been rolling right along here and we are thankful for 
God’s work in our midst. Pastor Lytell was forced to shorten his 
vacation due to an ear infection. He was able to spend two weeks with 
his brother Jim on their normal excursion of diving in the Key West 
area, but according to his reports, the lobster were far and few 
between. Pastor will be planning another get away soon when he can 
figure out something to do. 
 
 
This will be a very busy time of year for us as many of the 
missionaries who we support are back in the states on furlough. Ron 
Acrey (Bradford, England) was here on September 17th. 



 4

A sampling of what will be taking place is as follows:  
 
October 29th:  Aan Minks (Japan) 
November 5th:  Rger Jewell (Dominican Republic)  
November 12th:  Mrk Palmani (Philippines - I preached His one  

year anniversary service in February of this  
year) 

December 3rd:  Mike Van Horn (Rock of Ages Prison Ministry)  
December 17th:  Jack Ferguson (Mexico) 
January 7, 2007:  Bob Hollis, a missionary offering help to places  

like Haiti, Mexico, etc.  
January 14, 2007:  Jerry Alford (Venezuela)  
 
 
What a line up! As you can see, we will have our time full of good, 
choice servants of God.  
 
Two new missionaries coming our way will be Jan Milton and Paul 
Paleo. Jan will be here on October 8th. He started a ministry called 
Operation Renewed Hope. You can find this ministry at 
www.operationrenewedhope.org. God has raised Jan and a team of 
people to go into places where many “white” missionaries do not get 
to and to minister to these people with medical attention and food. All 
the while, preachers are brought in to preach. Evangelist Tom Farrell 
has been on a few of these trips and he has been mightily enthused 
about this ministry.  
 
Paul Paleo will be at GBC on February 18, 2007. Paul began a ministry 
called Construction for Worldwide Evangelism (otherwise known as 
CWE). This ministry is one of the greatest tools for the local church I 
have ever seen. Paul and his team of people help build churches on 
the mission field and utilize people like you and me from churches here 
in America to go and help. This ministry is fabulously organized and it 
not only helps the missionary, but certainly does something in the 
heart for each person who travels on the team. 
 
CWE recently went to Honduras to build a church for one of our 
missionaries, Marty Howell. Bill Jackson, one of our members, has 
traveled with CWE and has certainly been encouraged by this fabulous 
ministry. I am looking forward to the focus on missions Paul will give 
to us as he presents this vital tool.  
 
In closing, let me tell you of some great meetings coming at Gospel 
Baptist Church. Make your plans to be in town January 21st – 26th 
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and March 18th – 23rd of 2007. The January dates will be our Revival 
meetings with Jerry Sivinsky. Evangelist Sivinsky has been here on 
two other occasions and is a man used by God. March 18th will kick off 
our Missions Conference with Hal Hightower as the keynote speaker.  
 
We have decided to extend the 2007 Missions Conference two days 
longer and since Hal could not stay longer, we will use Pastor Bruce 
Turner of Westgate Baptist Church in Tampa for Thursday and Friday. 
Please do all you can to place yourselves under the preaching of God’s 
Word for these two highlights of our year.  
 
There are already a couple of early birds who have made their way 
down south. We are anticipating your arrival to the glory land.  

In Christian love, John Boutchia 
 

Flea Market Ministry 
 
It is amazing to see God’s timing in everything. In the early part of 
1998, we had been introduced to a man by the name of James 
Gardner. Brother Gardner had started a ministry called the Amazing 
Grace Mission. This evangelistic ministry was started for one purpose 
and that was to win souls for Christ at the county fairs of America. 
After hearing about this great ministry, we invited Jim to come and 
present the work in December of 1998.  
 
At the same time, Bonita Springs had plans of opening up a Flea 
Market on Bonita Beach Road near I-75. When Jim came and shared 
with us the wonderful and “amazing” things God had done, it was as if 
God opened up the clouds and showed us what we needed to do: God 
led us to rent a booth at the Flamingo Island Flea Market and duplicate 
in a similar fashion what Amazing Grace has been doing for close to 50 
years.  
 
Though the Flea Market and the Fair ministries are two different 
“animals,” our purpose and desire is the same as the day we started: 
to win souls for Jesus Christ. I can still remember the first day we 
brought up the concept in the deacon’s meeting. There were so many 
objections as to the particulars of how, what, who and when that I 
almost thought it was well nigh hopeless. But, Pastor Lytell kept 
drilling the fact home that this was another avenue to win people to 
Christ and we needed to do it. After further consideration, the pastors 
and deacons unanimously voted to begin what is now known as the 
Flea Market Evangelistic Ministry.  
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What is so exciting about this is the fact that within the first two hours 
of operation, Chris and Jean Powell were able to lead two young 
people to Christ. Hallelujah! Ever since then we have seen young and 
old come to trust Christ as personal Savior. We have even now 
expanded ourselves into making Bibles, music and books available for 
sale. 
 
I want to especially thank Gloria Stevens for her leadership as the 
director of this ministry. Gloria has served many hours and gone well 
beyond the call of duty. Her love for this ministry has proven to be 
strong and I am grateful for her contributions. I also want to thank 
Ben & Sandy Atto for redecorating the booth last year in order to give 
it a more pleasing look.  
 
 
But, let me now bring this down to you! We need help this coming 
season. This is one of the easiest forms of evangelistic work I have 
ever seen. Our workers stand by the aisle and pass out Gospel tracts 
to those passing by. You say to yourself, “That’s easy!” You bet. It is 
real easy and because of that I am pleading with you to give a couple 
of hours a week to help us reach people for Christ. And, think about 
this . . . Not only is this ministry easy, but it is ripe for the picking. 
During this time of year there are some 1500 – 2200 people who walk 
those aisles. In the height of season, those numbers increase to 5700- 
7200 people. Those are amazing numbers and that is why it is vital to 
have that booth manned by folks just like you each weekend. If you 
want to know more, please call or write us.  
 

Youth News 
Marty Moon, Youth Pastor 

 
Realizing this will be the last snowbird newsletter until 2007, I thought 
I would spotlight some of our upcoming events in the youth ministry. 
October 6th begins our once-a-month youth rallies. These rallies 
provide opportunity for our young people to both minister and be 
ministered to. Each rally starts out with congregational singing, an 
exciting game, and introductions of all the churches present. Then 
young preacher boys from the local churches have the opportunity to 
preach a short message. After the sermons, teens from the hosting 
church usually provide special music. The preaching of the Word of 
God by a local pastor, a youth evangelist, or college representative 
highlights the evening. The rally concludes with ice cream, pizza, or 
some other snack food for all. These rallies will be held the first Friday 
night of each month until May 2007. 
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The last week of November, we will have “The War” at Gospel Baptist 
Church. “The War” is a ministry started by Jim VanGelderen in which 
teens are divided into two groups to compete in various athletic 
activities, as well as invite other teens. Each day team members go 
out and recruit other teens to earn points for their team, but most 
importantly, to invite them to the activity. After the activities, the 
young people are encouraged to stay for the preaching of God’s Word. 
Our prayer is that many young people from the community will be 
reached through this opportunity.  
 
In December, the teens will again be going to four nursing homes to 
sing Christmas Carols and visit with the residents, and also visit shut-
ins from our church. Each year we hear how many of the elderly are 
encouraged by the young people coming out to sing for them.  
 
As you can see, the next several months will be a busy time for the 
youth. Please be in prayer that God will use these opportunities of 
service to see many other teens added to the church and encouraged 
to serve Christ with their lives. We look forward to seeing you all over 
the next several months. God Bless! Pastor Marty 


